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No one can ever accuse students 
in Gilbert High School’s Theatre 
Ensemble of approaching their 

craft casually.
For their new school year debut, 

the young thespians are preparing to 
present William Shakespeare’s “Much 
Ado About Nothing” at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday, Sept. 26-28, at 
the school, 1101 E. Elliot Road, Gilbert. 
Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 at the 
door.

Shakespeare’s language can be daunt-
ing in an era of sound bites and Twitter 
posts, but school Theater Director Dr. 
Angela Hines said her cast is up to the 
challenge.

Indeed, Hines admitted, “I picked this 
play because I wanted to challenge my 
students with a Shakespeare piece.”

“Shakespeare can be difficult to un-
derstand and we focus on making the 
story relatable for not only the actors 
and crew but also for our audience,” 
said Hines, who has been at Gilbert 
High for six years.

“Translating the language was defi-
nitely a challenge for the actors, and 
connecting with the characters they are 
portraying. Making sure the audience 

understands the subtext and can follow 
the story-lines was also a challenge for 
the actors.”

Fortunately for the students and their 
audience, they’re in the hands of a vet-
eran practitioner of stagecraft.

A director for 10 years and performer 
for the last 25, Hines was in the theater 
group throughout her high school days 
in Glendale.

She majored in theater at Arizona 
State University with an emphasis on 
directing and acting and has her mas-
ters and doctorate in theater education.

One of Shakespeare’s most frequently 

Gilbert High thespians take on the Bard

see BARD page 14
Members of Gilbert High School’s theater group rehearse for this week’s production of Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Noth-
ing.” (Photos Kimberly Carrillo/GSN Staff Photographer)

At left, Gilbert High Theater Direc-
tor Dr. Angela Hines guides her tal-
ented cast through some scenes of 
“Much Ado About Nothing” during 
a rehearsal.

Gilbert High thespians rehearsing a 
scene are, from left, Brick Dutcher as 
Borachio, James Ellis as Claudio and 
Eli Lewis as Don Pedro.

Brick Dutcher as Borachio, James Ellis as Claudio and Eli Lewis as Don 
Pedro.

Sammy Alfaro as Balthasar serenades Trinity Frank as Margaret. Cailin McInturf as Leonata enjoys a scene with James Ellis, center, playing Claudio and 
Eli Lewis as Don Pedro.
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performed comedies, “Ado” is the story of 
two intertwined love affairs that some-
times has been compared to the romantic 
comedy classics of the 1930s that starred 
the likes of Carry Grant and Clark Gable.

Some Shakespeare experts have ex-
plained that “nothing” in the title is delib-
erately ambiguous and was pronounced 

like “noting” in Shakespeare’s time.
“Noting” back then referred to eaves-

dropping, around which much of the com-
edy revolves.

“One of our English teachers, Mrs. Robin 
Dodder introduced the script to me over 
the summer and I fell in love with the 
script,” Hines said.

While Hines said the language has been 
a bit daunting, she added that “the stu-

dents find a connection to the situations 
that the characters are going through.  

“We find that low comedy and high com-
edy still have a place and Shakespeare’s 
humor is still funny and relevant today,” 
she added.

Moreover, Hines explained, the play “is 
about rumors and misunderstandings 
– something my students really connect 
with. Being teenagers, they really relate 
to what the characters are going through.”

Language isn’t the only challenge for a 
high school troupe that takes on The Bard.

The sets and costumes also are elabo-
rate, echoing the 16th-century medieval 
Italian palace where the action takes 
place.

And the costumes in Gilbert High’s pre-
sentation are elaborate. “Some costumes 
were made, some were from our closet 
from past donations and constructions 
and some were rented,” Hines said.

The set is a box set construction, with a 

second-story balcony. 
“We have built a false proscenium with 

scenic paint design,” Hines said. “Our tech 
crew has been hard at work on this set 
since the start of rehearsal in August.”

Hines promises that audiences will en-
joy the show – and appreciate the effort 
the young thespians put into it.

“Audiences will be transported to Mes-
sina, Italy through Renaissance costumes, 
classical Italian set design, elegant waltz 
dancing, and swashbuckling sword fights,” 
she boasted. 

“Our actors transform the stage to take 
the audience on an exploration of love and 
marriage, friendship and honor, in this 
brilliant war of words in Bard’s classic 
tale.”

“Much Ado’s” assistant director is Adara 
Knelange; the dramaturg is Robin Dod-
der; stage manager is Krista Gerhauser 
and her assistants are Tori Richards and 
Damian Rood. 
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If you don’t know who Joey, Rachel, 
Chandler, Phoebe, Ross and Monica 
are, you probably have never met Ky-

lie Digges.
The Eastmark resident and Gilbert na-

tive knows more about the central sex-
tet of characters from the long-running 
TV series “Friends” than you could ever 
imagine.

 Digges, whose fulltime job is the editor 
of ASU Now as part of her work on the 
Arizona State University media relations 
team, has written a trivia book about 
the series loaded with 600 questions 
that will test the mettle of even the most 
binge-worthy fan of the show.

Which is something when you con-
sider that Digges, 38, was only 13 when 
“Friends” debuted.

For the uninitiated, “Friends” followed 
the antics of the six residents of the same 
Manhattan complex in half-hour week-
ly segments for a decade as they went 
through their 20s and a good chunk of 
their 30s.

Romance, heartbreak and just the chal-
lenges of life in the Big Apple were under-
lying themes, though Digges likely would 
argue there are far more.

The Gilbert High grad, who arrived in 
Arizona from Minnesota with her family 
the year before “Friends” started its im-
pressive run, finished the trivia book in 
about five months and considers it both a 

cultural achievement and a bit of a brag-
ging right.

“’Friends’” is my all-time favorite TV 
show,” she explained. “Then my younger 
brother, Trent, and I often play ‘Friends’-
themed trivia nights and we usually win 
by a fair margin, so I felt like I had an ex-
pert-level knowledge base on this show 
and it was a good place to start to write a 
trivia book of my own.”

Her 600-plus questions cover all 10 

seasons, ranging from easy to difficult 
as the reader moves through the book. 
In between season-based sections are 
themed chapters with sets of questions 
about the show’s twosomes, sections 
covering its many romances, and quizzes 
about recurring themes.

“Each chapter ends with a ‘quotable’ 
where you have to finish a set of dialogue 
with the punchline,” Digges added. “And 
at the end, there are three expert-level 

quizzes for true die-hards.”
Digges said the show “was definitely 

appointment viewing for me.”
“Before TV shows on DVD were a thing, 

I taped the whole show, at the time six 
seasons, from syndication on VHS and 
then created dubbed versions with every 
episode in order to give to my family as 
Christmas gifts,” she said, adding:

“Alas, the DVD sets were released about 
a year after I completed that project. I 
have since purchased all 10 sets.”

She’s not shy about how much of her 
life has been consumed by watching the 
show, either, noting, “They say it take 
1,000 hours to become an expert on 
something. With ‘Friends,’ I’m pretty sure 
I’m there.”

But she has her reasons, explaining 
“these characters and the dynamic of that 
cast were just lightning in a bottle, and 
the story of figuring yourself out in your 
20s and 30s with the help of your chosen 
family – your friends – is so universal.”

“The main thing for me though is that 
the funny just holds up: the one-liners, the 
running gags, and especially the physical 
comedy, which I think doesn’t get enough 
credit. I’ve seen Ross try to get his leather 
pants back on a dozen or more times, and 
it’s never not funny,” Digges said.

The character she identifies the most 
with is the somewhat fussy Monica, ex-
plaining “I’m a perfectionist, a bit of a 

Eastmark resident and Gilbert High grad Kylie Digges has written a book chock full of 600 questions for fans of 
the TV series “Friends.” She’s not done, either with her brain-teasing books. She’s finishing on on the HBO series 
“Sex and the City.”  (Kimberly Carrillo/GSN Staff Photographer)

Gilbert High grad pens trivia homage to ‘Friends’
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Much Ado’ Cast
 Eli Lewis, Jon Sons, Darrius Ruffin, 

James Ellis, Trevor Leavitt, Cailin McIn-
turf, Lindsey Ross, Sophia Ivanic,  Sophia 
Young, Alaina Parker, Trinity Frank, Han-
nah Pawlowski, Victoria Tuka, Sammy 
Alfaro, Brick Dutcher, Kaysah Traasdahl, 
Autumn Van Ruler,  Katherine Manson, 
Gillian Goldstein, Emma Hill, Katelyn 
Kochis, Gillian Cate, Chris Nixon, Kyeisha 
Swan.

Crew
Becca Martin, Lynden Martin, Ryan 

Glenn, Sammy Alfaro, Sophia Ivanic, 
Cailin McInturf, Natalie Beaird, Tianna 
Bunn, Lucas Vaz De Campos Pfeffer, Ali-
yah DePue,  Kailynn Hall, Autumn Van 
Ruler, Victoria Tuka, Mason Cook, Olivia 
Hanstedt, Levi Fleegle, Cailin McInturf,  
Kyleigh Ridener, Trinity Frank, Han-
nah Pawlowski, Victoria Tuka, Natalie 
Beaird, Kat Krick

see FRIENDS page 15
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